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Music has the power to touch the soul. 
At least that is what Alex Kaminsky, band director at Buchholz High 

School, believes. 
From playing the clarinet in seventh grade, being a drum major in high school 

and marching in the Gator Band at the University of  Florida, Kaminsky has a lot of 
experience with music. 

ªIt helped me become a better teacher,º he said. 
Kaminsky knew he wanted to be a band director early  on. 
ªI made it my goal and got my bachelor's and master 's back to back,º he said. 
He received his Bachelor's in Music Education with high honors from UF and a Master 

of Music with highest distinction from Indiana Univ ersity. 
Now he instructs high school students in marching b and and several concert 

ensembles and helps them learn and grow as musician s. 
ªHe makes sure that everyone knows the basics and pushes everyone to perform well,º 

said recent Buchholz graduate Paris Tressler. ªSome of my best memories from high school 
have been ones from band competitions.º 

In 2009, the Buchholz Wind Symphony was invited unde r Kaminsky 
to play in the New York Wind Band Festival at Carneg ie Hall. Only two 
high school bands were invited to the festival. The y were also invited to 
participate in the 2009 Midwest Band and Orchestra C linic, the ªSuper 
Bowlº of high school bands, according to Kaminsky. Th is was the ®rst 
time in three years a Florida band was selected. 

Over the years, Kaminsky has taught at four differen t schools. He 
began in 1989 at Cocoa Beach Junior/Senior High School for six years 
then moved to Auburndale High for ®ve years. He was  the ®rst director 
to lead Auburndale's band to straight superiors at s tate not to mention 
other honors they received. 

 From there, he moved to Lincoln High School in Tal lahassee and for 
the past three years, he has been directing at Buchholz. 

ªI'm so much more at home in Gainesville,º Kaminsky  said. 
When he inherited the program at Buchholz, he said i t was in good 

shape. But he wanted to take the band to the next l evel. 
ªExcellence breeds excellence,º he said. 
He said the parents and administrators provide a gre at support 

system so he can provide the students with the righ t tools and 
atmosphere to continue learning. 

ªThe band students are some of the very best at our  school,º 
said David Shellnutt, assistant principal for curri culum at 
Buchholz. ªThe hard work and dedication of the stud ents, 
parents and director are impressive.º 

The band room was renovated for the ®rst time ever 
this summer and the band members are getting new 
uniforms this year. He was instrumental in getting the 
renovations under way. Members of the school board and 
the superintendent were also helpful in the process .

All band students at Buchholz participate in marchi ng 
band in the Fall, which helps them improve fundamen tal skills 
such as breath support, dynamic control, range and r hythmic 
dexterity to get them through the concert season. T he concert 
season is where they develop better musicianship, a ccording to 
Kaminsky. The band is a great way to get involved at Buchholz 
and can be an exciting experience throughout high s chool. 

ªI just want as many students as possible to walk t hrough our 
doors and to experience music,º Kaminsky said. 
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